United States History
Department:
Social Studies

Teacher:
Katie VanVactor  

E-mail:         
katie.vanvactor@bullitt.kyschools.us
Website:
bc-ushistory.weebly.com
Course Description:
This course is designed as an introduction to United States history, 1600-present, in order to help students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to develop historical perspective.  
Course Goal:
To prepare students to be both more knowledgeable about the nature of the history and more skilled in thinking systematically.  Most importantly, they should be ready to become concerned and involved citizens of the 21st century.

Course Themes:
Environment and Geography
Peopling

Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture

Politics and Power

Work, Exchange and Technology

Identity

America in the World
Course Requirements:   

1. All reading assignments and written homework are to be completed before coming to class.  Due dates for major assignments will be posted well in advance, and I expect you to keep track of these important deadlines.  

2. I expect you to maintain an up-to-date class notebook—this will be graded often and must be kept until the end of the semester.

3. You are expected to be an active participant in class discussions.  It is important to learn how to express yourself and defend your views against those of others.  In addition, I fully expect you to respect other students' comments, opinions, and ideas.

4. You can expect periodic quizzes and tests composed of multiple choice and open response questions.

5. You are expected to participate in and contribute to all cooperative learning experiences. 

6. I expect you to complete all long-term projects.  These will include, at the very least, a variety of independent research projects and a research paper.

7. Students will take the final examination on one of the last days of class, as scheduled.

Required Materials:


1. Writing utensils (blue/black ink pen or pencil)

2. Loose leaf paper

3. 3-Ring Binder (2”)
4. Tab Dividers (8 Tabs)
5. Highlighters
6. Index Cards
7. Flashdrive
8. Class handouts, packets, and/or book as provided

Methods of Instruction:


Beginning of Class
· All homework assignments are due at the beginning of class unless otherwise instructed. 
· Late work looses 20% of its value per day.  After 5 days, an assignment is worth 0 points.

· You cannot receive a daily grade on a day you sleep.

· You are required to supply and have in your possession the following every day: your own notebook, paper, pen or pencil, and class handouts/book.  Be responsible for your own property and do not rely on others to provide materials for you.

· Your admit slip will be on the board when you enter.  It is your responsibility to begin promptly and without being reminded.

Entering Late:
· You are tardy when the bell rings—no matter how close you are to the door.  We will follow the schools policy on tardiness.
Leaving the Room:

· You are expected to take care of all personal needs before entering class.  You will be allowed 3 hall passes per 9-weeks to deal with any emergencies that might arise.  Use this privilege wisely, or it will be suspended.
· No hall passes will be issued during the first or last 15 minutes of any class.
Returning from an Absence:


· On your first day back after an absence; turn in assignments that were due on the day you missed and indicate on your paper that you were absent the day that it was due.

· Check the class website, and then speak to me either before or after class for any make-up work or additional information that you might need and handouts are located in the front of the room according to the day you were absent.  This is your responsibility and I will not spend time reminding you of what you need to do.  Also, note that make-up assignments may be different from those given in class.

· Turn in make-up work in a timely fashion—school board policy allows two days for every missed day.  Make-up days do not include extra time for assignments made in advance of the absence or review days when no new material was covered.  Please note, if a long-term assignment was due on the day you missed—it is due the day you come back.  If we don’t cover anything new while you are gone, you are still responsible for taking the test on the day you return.  If we do cover new material while you are gone, you are responsible for learning it.

Grading Policies:

· It is important to remember that your grade in this class depends on you! The ultimate responsibility for your success or failure in education, as well as in life rests with you! My role is to be a facilitator for information acquisition and application, as well as a resource to aid you in your personal improvement. I am fully committed to you and this class. Please be aware that I want this to be the best subject, class and year that you have ever had.

· I will not discuss your grades with you during class time.  You may schedule an appointment before or after school or during my planning period.  
· Extra credit questions will sometimes be offered on tests; however, I do not advise your seeking credit for extra work.  I could devise any number of extra projects, but you already have enough on your schedule without taking on more.  Thus, in the event you find yourself having difficulty in the course, I recommend your asking for extra help—but not extra work.  
· Every assignment is weighted equally.

· To calculate grade, the total points earned are divided by the total points possible.

· 100-90

A

·   89-80

B

·   79-70

C

·   69-60

D

· 64 or Below
F
Other Points of Interest:
· You are expected to maintain silence during announcements over the intercom or CNN.

· No food, candy, or drinks--except water--are allowed inside this classroom.  They must be either stored in your locker or thrown away as you enter.

· No one should use make-up, brushes, or lotion in class.
· My property, including my desk, chair, etc. is off limits to you.  

· Tell your friends not to interrupt this class for any reason unless they need to speak with me.  They will not be allowed to talk to you or give/get something from you during class time.

· The faculty and administration reserve the right to change this class syllabus as deemed necessary.
Please take this syllabus home and review it with your parent(s)/guardians.  You are expected to return this portion, along with the required information and signatures on or before August 14, 2015.

Student Name_________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name(s)________________________________________________________

Student Lives With ____________________________________________________________
Home Address________________________________________________________________
Home Phone #_________________________________________________________________
Work Phone #_________________________________________________________________

Which phone number do you prefer I try first? ______________________________________

Best time/place to reach you_____________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian E-mail _________________________________________________________
What is something that your child does really well? _________________________________

What is something your child is nervous about? ________________________________

Does your child have any medical issues I should know about?  Please explain. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
I have read & understand the course expectations for Mrs. VanVactor’s class for the 2015-2016 school year.

Student Signature______________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature______________________________________________________
